VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, Novamsrx, 1779.

It is made an argument by your hononrs againt the cokfifcation of Britith property, * that it may O -
be madea preliminagy artic]e}:)f the peace, that it be feeured to the prefent (or, as we would 'uthern'.{ ;
original) owners.” It has been an argument with other flates, and it is dftp an argument witk us, 'h, !
fiould be confifcated, that it may not be in the pewer of the encmy to make it a preliminary urticle &:
while it remains in its prefent fate, it is poffible that it may be given up, bot when confifcated and ap-
plied, it would be evident that it is impofible. Otker Rates have made it impoflible with regird 0o
them ; and fhall this ftate leave it pollible with regard to her alone ? If the giving up this piop
purchafe peace, fhall we alone be at the expence to purchafe it? Nay, by her hefitation to confijgare this
property, will fhe alone be the means ot continuing thc war? For your honours maft be fenfible, that 8
want of refolution implies weakncfs, and from this timidity and bal-way temper of ou counfely: th
encmy will be encouraged to perfevere longer than they had propofed to do; fo that howevér we sdmin
the moderation, yet we cannot approve the policy of your hemours, in thus inviting the enemy to;

that a preliminary article, which it is poflible woald otherwife have eklrd them. Certainly if 4
coofider, which undoubtedly they muft do, that we have a right to be indemmified for m“pen*
of the war, and for the devaftation of our country, they cannot believe that we will refign the e
ty which we have in our pofifefion  If our purfes have been drained, and our country wafte s’. Ml
our enemy, who have done this, receive the property of their fubjefls, as they formerly poffeffed it, of
fhall we be taxed for the fall and real value of it? Your honours muft be _acquainted with the
fentiments of the people of this country, than to believe it probable that the faggefion can be recetyed

but with the utmoft indignation. It cannot be received ; and the pfo'rmyinqueﬂion cxnnot be plyed
urfelves ; ﬁ

up: we have won it with gur fwords, and we will poflefs it for o Providence has put it
power, and we leave it as a leflon to the world, that thofe who have fought again#t liberty lave not
equally with thole who have fought for it. ] o
Your honours are apprehenfive, that if the property in queftion 15 confifcated and fold, engroffers sad ©
fpeculators will become the only purchafers. We do not think it probable that this will be the cife,
The objets of thefe men are the neceffaries of life, and the commodities of forei commerce; bat, if
they fhoeuld be the purchafers, we cannot help belicving, that it will be defirable; for thereby tM mo.
ney, which is the means of their fpecuolation, will be dyawn out of their hands; and if, a3 your hio.
nours feem to fuppofe, *¢ the title may be doubtful, and the purchafe invidious,” “F"Oﬂ'ﬂ'und fi
are the beft men whofe hands it can fall into ; for if * they have acquired ams for little valae ?
they will get nothing, and fo ycur honours and the public refentment againft them will for once be fn‘.
fied. Butif thefe men become purchafers, it will at lcaft argue, that they have fome confidence fp thé
. fuecels of our caufe, which will be an encouragement to your honours, who feem to entertain fome doubed
~of it ; for if we hold our own property and that in queftion by our fwords, the title to ¢he ane js equelly
valid with the title to the other. We agree with your honours, that it is not our with or defire ¢ ¢o rai .
great emoluments to a few individuals, at a certain and heavy Jofs w0 the public.” We could wifh your .
honours would manifeft an equal inflance of moderation, and not be willing to fecure greas emblimeids to a8
few individuals, who have noright to them.. We cannot believe your honours will ay us under the nes
ceffity -of fappofing, that any partiality or affe@ion for the old government flill remains, or that it can be
the with or d«fire of any fenator to fecare the interefts of the Jateproprietary, at a certain and heavy lofs to
the public. !
It is an argument b r honours againft the immediate confifcation of the property in u '
““ that the ;:lgc will bcymmaﬁy, and tlnfit will be porchafed at an ander Vﬂng;l.p yel;eyrz : up:-luf:ayig::
wifh, that we had informed you, when the laft payment from the fale of Britith roperty is p to
be made; for if it is put off to a Jong day, the ldvantlghe to the public will be Rilfmm mconfidesable,”
In this cafe we muft acknowledge, that your honours have thrown us into s dilemma; for if we difpofe of
it immediately, in the opinieg of your homours it is too foon ; and if we do not difpofs of it immﬂoa&ln :
it is .ot foon enough; and we do not know how it will be in our power to Pleafe your honotrs, bat by
vot difpefing of it at all. Believing this, it will fgarcely anfwe; any end to point out the miftake of your
honours, in fuppofing that the fale of the preperty 1n queftion will be at all ed by the depreciation of
the currency ; for it the currency becomes ftill more depreciated, the property will command the more,
and the correfpondence between the value and the quantity will be always equal ; but if, a9 your honours
arc willing to hold out, the currency fhall continue to depreciate, and if the fale of the property in quef~
tion iy to be at all affe@ed by it, it will be another argument for the immediate difpofal of .it ; more e
cially ae it is to fave this depreciation, that we propoie to make -fale of the property ; for the fale will
call the moncy from the hands of individaals into the public ueafory, and may render unneceffary any
farther emiffions. - | , ﬁ
It is evident, and your honours admit, *¢ that you are not greatly apprehenfive of the confequence; fhosild 9
our money comiinue to deprociate and come to nothing, for even then we fhould be able to carry on the
war,” It is poflible we fhould, but does it follow that we fhould be fo well able? Becaofe in the pre y
éxtremity excrticns might ‘be made, are we then to reduce ourfelves to this extromity ! We kpow of w0 =~ |
reafon that can be given for-it, but that we might have a greater-opportunity to thew our virtue ; and as "
the opportunities we have already had have been great enough, it would be rather romintic . to with fof
any greater. If war has been carried on without money, it has been in fmall ftates, or for s fhort. time,

or under the feudal tenures, where every man was a foldier, and yielded perfonal feivice. Bat .im out
fituation money is undoubtedly the nerves of war, and it would be dié: AN

It, 'if not wholl impofible,
to carry it on, for any long time, without it. ’ Y v

Your honours are of opinion, ¢ that the file of the back lands will be a refource to piofecsts the
war, -even if intcrnal loans fhould not fupply the deficiency of taxes.” We ace of m{m OpiRioR.
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